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That the Aſſembly of Divines bee moved to write Letters 


| T is this day Ordered by the Commons Hauſe. of Parliament, 


wnto ſome Divines or C hurches of Zealand and Holland, 

and to the Ap: Churches in France,Switzerland. and p. 

ther Reformed Churches, ts informe them agcinſ the great 

Artifices and Diſeuiſes of his Majeſties Agents intheſe parts, 
of thetrue Eare df nr affaires, an4of the conſtant imployment 
of ctiſh Popiſh Rebels,and other Papiſts to be Governours,Com- 
manders and Souldjers;the many evidences of their intentions 
to introduce Popery, their indevour to hinder the Reformati. 
on here intended, and condemning other Proteſtant Churches, 
as wnſound,; becauſe not Prelaticall. And that the Scors Com: 
miſſionersbe deſired tojoyn-therein-: A nd likewiſe that'the 
Committees of the Lords and Commons ,andof the Divines 
ay adviſe with the Scots Comm! (ſoners in the Premiſes. 
2% EL ne H. Elſynge, Cler. Parl. D. Com. 
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T « this day ordered bythe Commons Houſe of Parliament, 
8 That the Letter fromthe Aſſembly of Divines to the Refor- 
it. med Churches beyond Seas fhall be primted in Latin and 
"" - Engliſh, with the the Severall Inſcriptions to the Particular 
ſeverall Churches, andithat Mr .Wclden aud Mr. Rous doe. 
acquaint the Aſſembly w: this Ortex. | : 
WIS OE, - -- H, Eliynge Cler. Patil. D., Com. 
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LETTER FROM THE. 


ASSEMBLIE OF DIVINES IN 
England, and the Commillioners of the Church 


of Scortand , tothe Belgicke French, Hel. 
vetian , ond other reformed Churches, 2 


> 
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Right reverend and VI beloved 
by in owr Lord leſs Chrifs, . 


| = EEthe Aſſembly of Divines and dl 
; I J/s 1/1 _ and convecned by the 'Aurhoritie of: both. 
* W/ WE? Houſes of Parliament of Evgldnd.,ivvich the ; 3 
-+-23 Commiſſioners ſentfromthe :Genetall Aſſem-" 3 
A-- bly of the Church of $corlayd ,,doe heartily: * 
þ ſalute y ou Es Lord. Wee doubt not but the ſad xeports/ 
oy lniſeries under which the Church and Kingdome of 
| Englanddo blecd, and yyhere-with vve axeall readiero be- 
| ſaallowedu » too which the righteousLord hathgiven 
_ usto drink)is 4 cans ſince. came to yourears. Andiris eng | 
. ble rhatthe ſame iaſtrum ms of Sathan andAntichriſt;have- 
endeavoured by their emiſfaties to-preſent us as' blacke as -- 
| may be among fave ſelyes.; vvho; ' falſehood lies enlca- 
| wvourevery vvhereto pur faixegl Supon cheir own bloutdy-. 
deſignes,8& ro reproach our ſtrugglings afker a morethorow |. 
Reformation 0 Religion in the Church of England, ac 
cording tothe yvord of God, and our juſt defence of our li-/ «4 
ves, liberties,and Religion, againſt their cxyell and umjuſt vis +... 2 
., olences. And vve ſomerimes doubr vyherher vvcehave nor! vl 
been vvanting to ov own innocency andy r latisfation; £7 
in ring th thus long filenc,from Sing you Fichiulf,chaugt — 4 f 
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_- "don 1$ ( deare Brethptn:) ifthis cup- of trenibling,” 
” _. vvith our ſpirits have becne filled ro amazement, 
have hindred us from that vyhich vve long fince knew-to be 
our duty. And give us leave nowa little to eaſe ourgrief, by 
powring.our hearts into your boſomes,vvhile we relate the 
deſolation made by an Antichriſtian faction, whoamongſt 
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any of you forChurches of Chriſt, becauſeyos are not Prelati. 
call, and thereby (as they e@nceive)vvant-a lawfull Vocation 

_ of Minifters. Sure vyearezthat amongſt our ſelves in alltheſe 
three Kingdomes gthey have prevailed fo tar-in advancing 
Poperie, and depxeffing Religion , that it vvould require a 
Volume, rather thana Letter , to relate all the particulars. 
Scarce one thing eanbe thought upon, which may be ſup. 
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wreſtlings vvith extreame difficulties everfince our-meetingy © 


puſed-to be an axgument of any intent fet up popery z and. © 
reformed Religion, but we could give” 
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_ ccution. All the good and:jaſt Lawes of this Kingdome a- 
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gant. papiis, (concerning'their lives, liberties, and goods) 
ulperided; Judges orofibiced to proceedagainſt condemned 
Prieſts, & everJeſuites ſer:free: Houſes of fuperſtitionin Ire- 
land and England fetupy8not diſcountenanced: (beidethe 
{eldome or-never queſtioned tranſportation of many young 
perſons, to Seminariesin toraine parts) Notorious papiſts, 
contraryto known Laws permitred to come to Court, to re- 
fide therez& enjoy the fgvour & preferment of it:Multitudes 
of them-releaſed from legall penalties for time paſt,and time 
come : Proſecuters of them checked and diſcountenanced, 
Agents ſent ſrom hence tnto «ly; Nuntioes and Agents 
from Rome received and treated wich; ſuch as warped that 


vvay;cheriſhed andiadyanced 3"Themoſt zealous Miniſters 


and profeſſours of Religion bitterly perſecuted. And all 
theſethingsſo apparant, that abundance of popiſhly affected 
Prelatesand Miniſters adventured in every part of the King- 
dome publickly to preachand leaven their people-with al. 


_ moſtall poimts'of popery, ( exeept the Supremacy ) and to 


introduce abundanceofcorrupriinnovations in the vvorſhip 


of God, compelling the'people to yeeld conformitiry to// 


them, vvirth perſecuting ſuch as vvould nor. Infomuch as 
many wholookedat Religiononly tor ourwardadvantage, 
found it beſt for their gaine and ſalty 
many godly Miniſters, who vvould pu 
ſer forth to allowſuch {| 

reformed Churches thitke unlawfull- arany time ; orwho 
vvould not conforme th@n{clvesto their other ſuperſtitions, 


a book purpoſe 


have had their mouches ſtopped, 8& many thouſands of their ++ _ / 
| people yvith them compelled to feekefor retuge amongſt * 


your Iclves, orin remote parts of the'vve 
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$ A Yea, ſo farre they had advancedin 


£ IIA '% 4 
A 


% q a 


7 LT 7 2” . " þ 0 TP =? 4 Lai - a - | wy, bu 
, R ® 1 - —_ - bf l 4 —Y ny 4 _ pr "_ : © 
© . . . = 


: . " . : ol ” < ” 
* 4 : Q * 
=: 4 


- A, + 
Dae ©. 


ws] > 2" 
” w A : 4 © x " ( 6 % G 
f 4 y EX . LY 
- (0 F' FY 4 Ix _—_— WS 


their preſumption, as 
to impoſe upon the vyhole Kingdome of Sc or £ aw v; anew 
popiſh, book of Service, Rites, and Ceremonies , and abook 
of Canons : To which when the pictic and zeale of thatna. 
tion vyould not ſubmit, they prevailed (alas ) with his Ma- 
jeſtie to proclaime them Rebels and Traitors, and to raiſe 
a formidable army againſt them,to which fl the Papift,and 
popiſhly affected did profeſſedly contribute their beſt aſ- 
ſitance. And certainly-had not the Lord by his bleſſing up- 
on the Scoriſh Army,by the manifeſtation andacknowledge- 
ment of the wrongs done them, by thecalling of this Par- 
liament, and their godly care to cleare the innocency af 
their Brethren, and-by the Treatie of Peace concluded' be. 
rwixtthe two Kingdomes , prevented it, thetwo Nations 
long ſince through the treachery andrage of theſe brutiſh 
men > had becne embrewing their hands- in each others 
But though, throughthe goodneſſeof God, and his blef- 
ſing upon the publicke Councels and proceedings of both 
Nations of England, and Scotlandthey were more cloſely 
murually conjoyned , and ue Lord hadzraiſed up ſuch a © 
ſpirit throughout this whole Kingdomero mourne aſter the 
Lorc{ , to lament our backſlidings:, and to delire a perfect 
Reformation, and had ſo inclined the hearts of rhe honour- 
able Senators conveened in Parliament, to repaire rhe Houſe 
_ of the Lord among us , that vve verily hoped our winter to 
bee paſt, and the time of our refreſhing and healing to bee 
come yet : Alas we 6nde it to be cJeane otherwi'e: Our God 
whobefore was 2 moth and rotterneſſe , is now turncd unto 
a Lyonto us. Weeknow our fins have deſerved all ; andit 
weall dye and perifh, yet the Lord is righteous , to hishand 
; we ſubmit, and tvhimalone we defire to look tor healing: 
_ Howbcirthc inſixaments of tkeſe new mitertes are the _ | 
I S | att- 
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AntichriſtianfaQtion, Who have beene fo farre from being ©? 
Fcyuraged, or-giving over their former defigne by their ©? 
want of ſucceſle in'Scoi/and , or in beholding the fixed re. 
{ſolution of the Parliament herefor Reformation, rhar their 
rage and diligence therein_is; more increaſed fince rhe be- 
ginning of the Parliament , then at aty time before. And 
indeed have more prevailed; both by ſtirring up a bloody 
Rebellion in Ireland , wherein ( as the Papiſts themſelves 
boaſt ) they have deſtroyed aboye a hundred thouſand 
Proteſtants in one Province , within a few moneths : And 
in Eneland, by alienating the heart of his Majeſty from his 
Parliament,, which had begun to call many of them ro-ac- 
count for their former miſchiefes. And (after an attempt 
toſurprize ſomeMembers of both Houſes'inan hoſtile man-= 
ner) prevailing with his Majeſty to with-draw himſclte 
from the Parliament, and to raiſe an Army which art firſt, 
pretended onely to bee made up of Proteſtants: Bur the 
Papiſts knew their intents, who both here and beyond the 
Seas, had frequent prayers forthe good ſucceſle of this great 
work. intendedin England, for the advencing of the Catho- 
lick Cauſe and {pared not in England to boaſt, that they 
were not t0.appearzuntill many Proteſtants were ingaged fo 
farre, that they 'mightnor tart backe, and' then they were 
ro ownir, which accordingly is come to paſle:For when once 
many ſeeming proteſtants wereingaged upon pretence'of the 
Kings Prerogative, and Priviledges of Parliament, and Pro- 
teſtant Religion, (which proteſtants yet. for the moſt part 
were the ſame who before the berry of theſe ſtirres had 
been by the publick Judicatory of the Kingdome , impeach, 
ed of Treaſon, Opprefſion, and other high'crimes and mil- 
d-mcanors:and other who knew rhemſclves guilty thereof; 
- anJ other currupt parties ofthe Clergy andtheir adherents) - 
preſently the papiſts (who before were ſpared from all pa: 
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fed) grere armed by Commiſſion from the Ki = 


proc ah of repayment fortheir Arms; if they were Ic | J 
ting offer Papiſts being put-into places of Command in 
* ſevetWllpirts of the kingdomie; andthe body of all the Pa- 
} piſtsjoyning with all their might, and profefling andexer. 
© - . cifingtheir Religioneven by publike Maſſes in divers parts | 
- \  oftheRealme: Andthusafiſted with ammunition, Menand 
| * Money, fromother parts (deluded by their faire glofles and 
Ex, and pretences) x go up and down plunder,and murder, 
2.) ſpoile all ſuch aFadhere to the Parhament and” cauſe of 
E* | I Religion. Ss... 4 
RI And although ,/ when the- Parliament ſaw that theſe | 
force 
pa f cOTESS und 
been their cunning,by 
educe 0- | 
| 
- -__  - And, to dFnpour miſery tothe full; they have now at 
| 2, laſtprevailed With his Majeſty fo firreto own the bloody- {| 
"IN *ERebels in 1zela#d; as not onclyto call them his'Roman-Ca- | 
| crgnmpw in Armes, &c,buteven to grant them 
D a Ceſla- -] 
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and allthe reformed Churches in ac this time. Wee know , l, 
© > theirrage is inſatiable , and will not be. quenched with our 
tloud: Their furicis kindled againſt us, notas we are finfull *| 
men, butas men ingaged in the detence of the true Religion, 
. and panting aſtcraright Reformation: And if once the Lot 
deliver us as a prey into their teeth , Oh the darkneſlſe and 
horrour, the bondage , ſlavery ,and perſecution, which all 
who will not recctverhe marke of the beaſt.,are like to be 
wrapped in, in theſe three wofull Kingdomes!;Andinot herg 
only, but they are like-to: attempt the ſame mall'the Re 
formed.-Churches in Exrope. Your own thoughts can eaſily 
ſuggcſt unto you, with what rage the beaſt which cameour 
otthe bottomleſle pit,the woman who hath chuslong drunk 
the bloud of the Saints, js filled now befote her.utter deftry-' 
ion, againſt that Virgin Company that follow the Lamb. 
The Church and Kingdome of Scotland, have been wil- 
ling and. readic by all good means to quench this unnaturall- |: 
Gre, They: have ſent their humble Suppicotions *Remons - |” 
ftrances, and Declarations to his Majeſty : Ad at laſt made [ 
offer of their humble Mediation,and Natienall imterceflion, - 
for a Pacification.. All which being refuſed & rejected, they - | 
have emtcred into a mutuall League and Covenant with the 
Church and Kingdome of England; and have refolved ro' 
joync in Armes with theig Brethren for their aſhiſtance and . 
* 4 _dcliverance, for the preſervation of their own Religion, and 
” +8 ofthemfelves fromthe mercileſſe cruelty. of the common e. 
a8 z nemy, and ( ſo farreas inthem lyeth ) for the ſafety of their | 
native King, and his Kingdomes from deſtruction and defiz.. |} 
lation, ( as is more largely cxprefled intheir publick Decla-. | 
ration, and ih the';Solemne League and Covenant of the { | 
three Kingdomes, which will give full ſatisfationtoall the '*,)* 
' Wikand wcll-atfeRed concernung their intentions. yd 
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have alfo; 2cecordirlg tothe deſire of rhe honourable Houſes © 27 
of Parhament , ſen. us their Commiſſioners hither, for 7: 
uniformity of Religion in the Churches of both Kingdoms.” 
And we( their Commiſſioners) do $ 4/797 rejoyee to » 
behold the foundation of the Houſe of God, not-only in 
doQrine, but Church-government, laid before ouftyes ina *_ * 
reverend Aſſembly of to wiſe, learned, and godly Divines. «» 7 
And find our ſelves bound inall Chriſtian dury, but cſpecial- 
ly by the late Solemne League and Covenant of borh 
Kingdoms, wherein weare ſo deeply intereſled and ingaged, 
to joyneinrepreſenting tothe retormed Churches abroad, 
the true condition of affaires here; againſt all miſ-informa- 
tions and miſtakings. | *EYTETNS col 
Gind now (deare' Brethren) in this extreame danger | 
-threatning us all, whar are the things we can beg of you? But 
/ thatfirſt you vvould judge aright of our affiited condition, 
of our inriocency: and-in;egrity in this. our juſt defence. If 
our enemies every where: calumniate vs, that we berifenup * _® 
in rebellion againſt our Soverajgne to deprive him of his juſt ++, 
powerand greatneſle , and endevour to bring Anarchy and - 
confufion-into the Church of Chriſt ; from theſe toule and * 
falle afperations, ourintentions fully and clearly fer forthin 
- our ſolemne League and Covenant ('the copy whereof we * *? 
tcre wirhall humbly preſent you ) we doubt not will ſufici- "= 
cently cleare us. Bur'if thele children of Beliall have un. _ ++ 
julily flirred up-our Soveraigne againſt us, and by 'ebuſing © 
his' Majeſties name and Authority , are;Jabouring ro keepe - ..-2 
themſc}vesirom deſerved puniſiment of their formererimes, © 33 
which the ſupreme Jvdicarorics ofthe Eiigdowavent abour 7 
to inflict ypon them, 2nd togeprive vs of” our Jives,'Eiber. 18 
tics, Privilecges, andefpecially ot. our Religion;: And thax _ | ® 
cur d«fenfive Armgarc by us ulrd ang intended only:to pre: 352 
{crvcour felves from their unjuſt viglencer{which-h thokcn 4; 
w TY £ 2 * no 


4 C »& 


OE V4 
Ke?» 2057 > 4 
- v « % 


4 " - . * 
4, La 2% 


w_ 
®; 1, 
L. o $ » | 


4 A 
o 4 
& k _— 
FIEHAN hot os 
» PI i 
- a * 
z Sz + -Þ + 
. - - 4 
"_ * _— XF ; F ” q 
. s i 
4 As 
- oy . I 


>. roger a *%\ 


-- 


bn 
. F PA 4 
y © x Wot 
. T.. SE eo 
> 4 : » A Ts 0 


$ 


. > 
— 


a& * 59, i 
” bee. the condition df many of your ſelves )* Letthe righte; 
x rien fntwrencs and ther; whom weimplorers «<4 
” helpeusnofurther chen we can pleadrheſerhings in fancerity 
” before him: And let our deare Brethren to whom thefe Ler+ 
”  tersareaddrefied, acquite our inmorency in- their hearts, 
an: malEthcir Apologic for us- in alltheir Churches. . 
_» Secondly, that yet will ſympathize with us as brethren, 
who ſuffer i, and for the ſame'cauſe, wherein your ſelygs 
have beene oppreſſed , which will be a lictle' refreſhing to 
our morning ſpirits, when we ſhall know. that our God who 
ſwices us, yet inclines the hearts of his beloved Churches to 
looke upon. us with compaſhonare bowells, as judging ns to 
be the ſervants of their own God. and Saviour Jetus ow | 
and as remembring themſelves to be in the-body. | 
Thirdly and laſtly , That as all the Amichriſtian faion 
ownaes: the cauſe of our Adverſaries as their own,and contri. 
butes what lyes in their power every way totheir helpe,and 
our ruine: Sothat you would imbrace our condition,as your 
own common cauſe,wherein if we be once ſwallowed up, 
. - your ſclvesarenotlike long to eſcape ;the quarrel} of the 
A enemy being not ſo much againft the perſons of men, as a- 
bd gaihnſt the poweg.of Godlineſle , and Parity of Gods word 
: wherever it is pfOfefied, Thew ay- and maner of your ow- 
F, ningus,welcive wholly to your ſelves: Except this one 
particular, which we muſt importunatly crave , even your 
_ tervent prayers, both publicke andprivate. That God who 
hearcth prayer, now he hath humbled'usand brokenall our 
Armes of Flejhi whereon alas we have been roo prone ro 
leane). would himſelfe bring ſalvationto us, that the blc{. 
--* fingsof rruthand peace might-reſtupon us that theſe* three 
- -Nitionsmay bejoyned as one ſtick in rhe handof the Lord 
and: that we our felves,comemprtible builders, called to re - 
pairgthe Houle. of God inz troubleſome TIO __ 4 
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come plaines 
the plummetin Qu 
navy hy h ho Lords hby! - 
Ielp us wit td cry, Gface, af 
And thus = wh} ors willed td Informe y 
of, Reverend Brethren, (and by you all faichfull Chriſti Nos E. 
under your Charges,) by the'Honourable Houſe of Com. _ 
| mons : In whoſe name and iftourown we bid you _— x 
| farewell in the Lord. pe 
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To. Maitlahd, 

A. Fohnſton, { DY 

Alex: Henderſon,\. Comiſhoners. , +556 

Sam. Rutherfurd,(Cof the Chinch Toon 

Rob. Bailyie, - NoFScoiland. IRS»: 3 

Geo. Gilleſpie. | ama ES 
Sena 


ER r Williaw Twiſſe, Poole 


' 36 ; Cornel. Anrees, Aſcſſor p 
| , Fo. w hite, Aſſeſſor. 


> Benry Robrongh,Sctibe, 
be > al Itonrrent eld: Scribe, be be. ol 
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'T THE SEVERALL INSCRIPTIONS: 
eformed Cuy CHBS, 


8 / d Elders of the 
F/-/ |: Claſſes, and Cheſts of 4 HH of COM, our - 
o much Honoured Brethren, | 
Holland oY 
Tothe Reverend, andlearned Paſtors and Elders of the Claſ. 
- fes , and Churches ofthe Province of Holland , our much Ho- 
nhured Brethrews | $ Eaſt-Holland 


;,Tothe Reverend ahfileartd Paſtors and Elders of the Claſ- 
{; {wi and Churches of Eaſt-Holland, our much Honoured Bre- 
- thren. Gerderland. 


Tothe Reverend ad learned Paſlors and Elders of the clif- 
es and Churches ofthe Province of Gelderland our much ho. 
* ponred Brethren. Over YſelI, INE 

Tothe Reverendand learned Paſtors and Elders of the Claſe 
ſes and Churches of the province of Over Ylell our much ho- 
ER / moured Brethren. Utrecht. . 

#1 4 »To the Reverend and learned Paſters and Elders ofthe Cl:ſ- 

fe and Churches of the province of Utrecht ,our much Ho- | 
 monred Brethren. © Frizeland. 

To the Revererdand learned Paſtors and Elders of the Claſ: 
Jet and Churches of the province of Frizclard , our much ho- | 
noured Brethren, .  Groningin. | 

_ To'the Reverend andlearned Paſtors and £ Iders of the Cliſ- > 

fer and Churches sf the Province and City of G roningen, our 
Wee erence wethre: 
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'-To he hens 


Churchesof Berne, owr much honoured Brethren, 


{learned - 5 E 
inthe City ind rotor of Geneva, gur 
thren, - "Berne. / 


To the Federal and learned Paſtors ah El _as boy: PE 
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Zurich. 
Tothe Reverend and learned Paſtors and Elders of the bu 
ches of Zurich, our much honoured Brethren. 
 Bazell.* 
To the FEENe” andlearned Paſters and Elders ofthe Char 
ches of Bazell, our much honoured Brethren, 
Schaf hauſen. - 
To the Reverend and learned Paſtors and elders o {66 the 
Charches of Schaf hauſen, owr much honoured Brethren, ., 
Paris. 
To the Reverend and learned Paſtors and Elaers of the. 
Church which is at Paris, our much honoured Brethren. 
Heſſen. 
To the pond and learned paſtors and Eldexgof the Claſe 
ſes and Churches of _y our much honoured Brethen. © 
nhalt. 

To the Reverend and learned Paſtors and Elders of the 
Claſſes and Churches of Anhalc , our mach honoured Bre- 
threw Hanaw. 

To the Reverend and learned Paſtors and Elders of 
Chprches of lanaw, our much honoarel Brethren. -14 
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